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Four hundred and , fifty emigrants to 
Canada this seasons' Such is the record of 
the Self-Help Emigration Society, one of the r 
numerous offshoots of ,the- philanthropic 
agencies originated by the liev/ Andrew • 
M earns; of the London Congregational 
Union, This yOuag. society, of which the 
•Rev. itobert Muckay, an experienced - 
Canadian, is the active secretary, has done 
spleudidservice in finding new'homes and 
steady work at good wages for a‘large 
number of willing workers who had become 
-well-nigh sick at heart because of their.in- 
nbility roprocure regular employment: in'the 
mother country. • “What a good thing it 
would be to pay a visit to some of these 
emigrants, to inquire) concerning their 
affairs and see-, how they do." This idea 
assumed more tangible form ns the holiday 
season approached. "Why. not take a 
holiday trip to Canada ? ” 

I remembered as sort of half promise given - 
to a party of emigrants a few, weeks pro- 1 ■ 


viously, that,per/mps I might look in upon 
them and have a cup of v tea some day. The 
cheery, responsive welcome of the emigrants 
Was fresh in my recollection, Canada was 
forthwith decided upon, and 1 bad no diffi¬ 
culty in finding a travelling companion from 
iny own family circle. So-it was that at 
midnight on the 4th of August we steamed 
out oiTst/LFancra's Station—or, to bo very 
exact, the locomotive did the steaming, 
while wc were wrapped in the arms ,of^ 
Somnus within the four wallsof a Pullman 
sleeper. 

The even tenor of our way**was varied 
with more " bumpsthan usual, but. we at. 
length reached Liverpool, although consider¬ 
ably behind time. 

* f How is it we are so late ?” we inquired 
of the attendant. 

"Well, you see, sir,-there's a strike 
amongBt the drivers and . stokers, and 
we*ro running all fresh men. It’s very 
awkward when a driver doesn't know 
s. 


the road, especially in the .dark. Wo 
pulled up at several out-of-the-way places 
and bad some awkward turns;, but, thank ■ 
God, we've 'reached here all right.' I was 
afield vra shouldn't, though/’ 

. ** If ignorance is bliss, *tis folly to be 
wise/' While we bad .been sleeping the 
sleep of the just, the car attendant had been 
the subject of anxiety as to whether we 
should reach" Liverpool in peace or in 
pieces. . 

Shortly before eight o'clock wo.found 
ourselves on board the Ss.Jjake Winnipeg, and • 
were delighted to .renew acquaintance^. . ^ 
with the ever courteous, oflicials. ofT 
the " Beaver Line/' Mr. Jioberts .the 
general. manager, and ^Mr/^D. Wilson, * 
who'added greatly, to'our enjoyment on a 
former visit,.had anticipated our wants by. 
providing^a most welcome ddjcuncr. d la four- 
chette. Our cabins too were all we could de¬ 
sire. The numerous little things which go 
to makeup comfort had been provided most- 
liberally, 1 proving to us that so fur as tbought- 
ful consideration could add to .our enjoy¬ 
ment, we -were lacking nothing. After mak¬ 
ing the acquaintance of tho’cfiptain, one’of 
the genial, jolly, good-tempered, happy-go- 
lucky sort, of whose attention during the 
passage out we cannot speak too highly, we 
asked, and readily obtained, permission 
to. , inspect the emigrants', quarters. 

The extremo cleanliness of this part of the 
Blip, and'the generitf. arrangements for the 


comfort, of the emigrants, wore particularly 
striking. The quarters for married couples 
and families) for single men and for single 
women, were bo arranged that it seemed 
scarcely possible for^abuses to occur. The 
testimony -subsequently, received from the 
emigrants themsolvos left no doubt as to 
the excellence of the. arrangements. 

When the time was reached for leaving 
Liverpool, we were all in a bit of a fever lest 
we should ba delayed 'a’tidc.jjwing to the 
doctor not having put in'tin appearance. 
Nothing daunted,, however,- Mr.v^Vflsnn 
started off in spnrch of a substitutCiywhile. 
thc-steamer slowly made hmr way down the 
Mersey.' The search was successful, to the 
no small delight of captain and passehgers/ 
Ten minutes' notice sufficed for the doctor, 
to get . “ ready ^for any part of the world/' 
and by noon he. was on board, by tbe help 
of a tender specially engaged for adding 
him to the Westward-bound party. We left 
the pier-head under delightful auspices,—■ 
glorious weather, the water os smooth es a 
mill-pond, fellow-passengers evidently bent 
on contributing to.the general enjoyment, 
young children as frisky as kittens,‘and a 
real'live kitten as impudent as a monkey. 

The next day we touched at Queenstown, for 
the reception of an additional bundredpasseng- 
ors. For about balf-ah-bour we had a lively. 
time. The m^stconfirmed hypochondriac must- 
have yielded to the delightful excitement of 
the surroundings. About twenty itinerant 
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vendors of.oratigcs, lemons, cakCB,, Irish lace,. 

• Log walking-sticks, travelling caps, news¬ 
papers, &c., 6eemed to rise like spirits fro'ra ’ 

' tbe vasly deep. Irish girls • and women * 
hoarded the ship with tbe-agility of mon¬ 
keys, climbing up the sides with the aid of 
• a boat-book, and commenced operations an 
soon as their feet touched tbe deck. A good , 
‘ trado was done in- a veJry short- time, 
the business transactions being enlivened by 
a merry chatter, sot to the- music of iuimi- 
. table -Irish brogue. Tbe- older women 
were not behind their younger sisterB in tbe. 

. humour with which they enlivened their 
sales, or tried to etimulate cn-Jookers into 
becoming purchasers. The lively vendors 
left tbe’ship with considerably lighter loads ( 
than when they boarded her. 

The next day (Sunday) was spent by . 
several of the passengers in quiet-medita- 
. tion on the ‘instability of thingB in general. 
For special reasons, more physical than 
spiritual, some, of us made it a day of re¬ 
tirement. Such seasons are said to be very 
helpful to those who me rightly exercised 
tlioiehy. j **■ '' 

I must omit.snndry mental joltings which 
were of interest on our outward passage.,* 
ihe gambols of porpoise, the evening play of 
whales,the endea’rmentsof seals, the northern 
lights, floating cathedrals with tapering 
spires formed by the icebergs, and many 
other ^wonders of the deep. One Bplendid 
iceberg, standing from 150 to ?00 feet out of 


v the water, presented a charming picture in 
the morning sunlight. The depth of ice below 
the surface of the' water was’estimated by 
'the captain -to be from GOO to 800 feet. 

All went w.ell until wo neared the Straits 
of Belleisle, wbero we: were* brought to a 
. standstill for about sixteen hours. . Tbo 
dense fog that prevailed’made it dangerous, 
to proceed; At length, however^it cleared, 

. and we went ahead, with fres'h spirit. On 
*. Monday we pnssed Anticosti, an island with, 
which speculators’have been somewhat fcusy^ 
lately, but whose, statements were cjwtrac- 
terieed by our captain as ** pure moonshine.” 
The next day’wo were fairly on-.the Kiver 
St. Lawrence, nnd.withura thousand miles 
of Montreal. .Our course onward to Quebec, 

, which we reached in the early morning of ' 

■ -the 17th, was one- of indescribable delight; 
Beauties unfolded themselves in such rapid 
succession as to bo positively bewildering. 

. At Quebec we landed fifty or sixty emigrants, 
oDd'atS otclock a.m. we were-again under 
weigh. [The progress from Quebec to Mon¬ 
treal (1G0 miles) was necessarily slow^owing 
to strong currcuts and the shallowness-of the 
river after passing Trois Rivibres. 

I had good opportunities during tbe last 
day or two.of conversing with the emigrants 
. as to their experiences during tbe voyage, 
and made special inquiries ns to the com¬ 
missariat; Nothing could be better. Every 
one 1 spoke to testified to nuAbundance of 
excellent food, and in good variety. The 
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.cliief. steward was. evidently very much /. 
gratified at receiving a round-robin of 
thanks on tho last day of the passago. The 
testimonial wasBigncd by noarly all.tlio 
emigrants, over 200 in number. I ventured 
to ask for the Bteerngo bill of faro for the 
preceding week, for the purpose of comparing 
it with tuo. information received from tho . 
emigrants thew'splves. . Here*is a copy of it, ; 
and ■when X ray there was absolutely no 
stint as to quantity ono can 'understand tho 
thanksgiving, testimonial. . In .addition to 
the regular'mcals, biscuits were 8Uj)plied to 
all comers about 11.0 a.m<, and beef-tea and 
arrowroot served’out to sick- passengers. 

The latter werfi also supplied with gruel at 

8;0 p.m. . t ■ 

• i 

Ss. ‘‘Lake Winnipeg.” • Steerage Bill of Faye for ‘iccck • 
ending Saturday, August 13, 1687, ’ 

Sun., Aug. 7. Breakfast. JPor*Mcrp, fish.. bread anil • 

‘ butter, coffee. 

Dlmfcr. Yegutublo soup, boiled 

• • fresh beef, potatoes,' 

* plum-puddinfr.' 

T ca. . Fresh bread and buttor,f ea. • 

Hon., Aug. 8. Breakfast, Irish stow, fresh bread, mid 
butter, coffee. 

* 'Dinner. Tea soupi ling fish anil 
• butter sauce, potatoes,. 

* . rice pudding. 

Tea, ■ Fresh bread, marmahulo, 
tea. 

Tr«, Arg, 0, Breakfast, Porridge, fresh bread and 
" v butter, coffeo. 

Dinner, ‘ Kico soup,-frcBh beef, po» 
tatoes. 

Teg,. Fresh bread and butt or, tea, 


>. 



Wed!, Aug, 10, Breakfast. PorridgOj fresh bread and 
• . butter, coffee. 

*' •" JMnner* • Pea soup, salt pork and po* 

' •' • tatoes, rico pudding. 

• Tea. Froahbreadundbattor.tca. 

Tb.jAng.il,; Breakfast, Porridge, trash broad and . 

buttor, coffee. 

Dinner, Vogohiblu s6up, srifc boof, * 

S otatOos, plum pud- ' 
ing, * f ‘ ■ 

Tea.' ’ Frosb broad, marmalade, * 

1 • 1 tea. 

Fri., Aug, 12, Breakfast^ Irish stow, fresh broad and 
'• . butter, ooiloo. 

Dinner, Poa soup, salt flab, pota- 
toosj rico pudding. 

Tea. Fresh bread, mnrmalado,’ • 
toa. 

/,at., Aug. 13. Drcab/ari. Porridge, fresh bread-and * 

8 butter, coffoo. 

Dinner. Poa soup, salt beef, pota-. 

.. , „ f • tOGB. • 

Tea. 1 -Froshbroftdnjidbutt 0 r,ten, ^ 

Tn addition to' this ordinary catering, I 
had sonio undertone intimations of , 
."-screws” of tea being now and again dia- „ 
tributed to thp*o members of the fair sex . 
who delighted in haring a quiet brewing—- 
* extra strong—on their own account. „ 

' On Thursday, at- noon, thirteen days aficr 
. leaving Liverpool, we. landed at ^Montreal, 
sorry to part *with dur gonial captain, . 
obliging oilicersi and delightful compagnons 
de voyage, but full of pleasant anticipations 
as to our Westward journeying. The Customs 
examination was quickly .disposed of, very;, 
much after the style of reviewers, who cut 
the leaves and smell the knife. • <5me look at 



ray face, which wore its usual impression of 
primitive innocence, was quite sufficient for 
the Customs* officer.-. Ho at onco concluded- 
that nothing contraband could be within 
• my packages, and so none wore examined, 
except from the outside'. • 

The inner and outer .man having been-re- 
freahed-, we made our way to the Young. 
Men’s Christian Association, to gloan infor¬ 
mation from Mr. Budgb, the. indefatigable 
' secretary, as to the emigrants consigned to 
••Jiis kindly supervision. The first special .. 
inquiry elicited’ the information that the 
subjects of it were- living within n stone's- * 
. throw of tho building. The case had been 
nn exceptional one. A young • married 
couple* a few days after arriving iu. Lon- 
doo, found themselves unexpectedly on the 
brink of destitution'. . The husband's trade 
was almost at a'standstill, and’in a short 


time they must have started on a down¬ 
ward course'. In London,, without money 
and without friends,' what could they do ? 
They had been in Australia and had snved 
money, but sotm.after reaching London the, 
savings (About-£40) wore stolen. The case 
was brought before the Committee of the 
Self-Help Emigration Society, and it was 
decided , to advance, all that was requisite. 
The timely Ifolp proved social salvation. 
The next day husband and wifo'started for 
Canada,’-commended to the care of Mr. 


33udgb. How have'they fared? . A few,* 
minutes, brought us to the door of the now 1 * 


home t but the Objects'of our search wore 
out. Turning away^n quest of other sub¬ 
jects, I wns 'hailed by my good guide, and 
looking round I saw a face beaming with 
smiles, thoowner of which hadrefiognised mo 
.from a neighbouring houso and had started., 
off at “ quiok^maroli ** . pace to give nio, a'' 
greeting. IIow anxious that face-looked, 
only two months before! * What a transfor¬ 
mation now! •' 

'• u Oh, sir, I am' bo glad to see you.. I ran 
off juntas X was, because I wits afraid you 
/would, be gone/* * - 

' <■ '* Well, and I am' very glad- to see you 
•looking so bright. It looks as if things were 
piospering with you.** 

tf Yes, wc .have great cause for thankful¬ 
ness. My husband obtained work tho very 
.day we landed. IIo* will bo so disappointed 
. if he doesn’t see you.” ■ 

Having ascertained at what time t he chief 
bread-winner would be home, wo arranged 
to make a call later in the day. • The husband 
was waiting for us at the head of^tlie Btreet, 
and “conducted us to his now quarters. Wo 
were showndnto a well-furnished room about 
1G feet square, abounding in nicknacks as 
well as substantial furniture.* For. this 
capital .accommodation and use of kitchen 
our friends were paying six dollars (24s.) a 
month.- What.a happy contrast to some of 
the miserably furnished rooms I had seen in 
London for which the occupants were paying 
fivo or six shillings a week. When wo were 



comfortably seated,.!, began a littlo inter* 
viewing 1 . 

"•I want you to tell me about your expe^_;_ 
rienco'in Canada. I u&deKstand youdiad a 
‘ good passage out, but I want to got infor- - 
••mntion about work and wages.” 

•./vir-n j _1 r_1 _,3 t nr- 


Budge .with.; the letter I hn?T f#pn Mr.. 

*- Hackay,*an^ tiovjjry kindly^help&ibj'ne, both 
as to worbiftpd iydodging*?^ J-^ot 'employ- 
.\ment at my. o\>vufcftde (bootmaking) in the 
afternoon, and worked three days, for which 
• I received five dplfars (203*.) The uexb week 
I worked four diiys, and "earned ’Six dollars 
f and seventy cents (i27s.) The next week I 
had five days 7 work, and earned nine dollars 
' and ninety-five cents (39s, 9d.). So I have 1 

* gone on, and I have every reason to believe 
that-X shall continue to Lave steady work; 
but if I went further West I have uo doubt I 
could. get three dollars (12s.) a day easily,” 

“ You have.told me about your earnings 
now what about expenditure ? **. « 

<r Well, you*.know what we are* paying for 
our lodgings', 1 -and wo are very comfortable 
here ; but* if you want information about 

• provisions, the wife will be able to tell you 
better than I can.” 

. Jusbtnen the wife returned from .market- 
> ing, bfcinging with her a loin of lamb", for 
7 which she had paid ten cents (5$.) a pound. 

.' I thought of some of the struggling wives in 
many poor, homes in Southwark, and tried 
to picture them buying lamb at 5a. a pound. 


fl Now, Mrs. —I want you to onlightem. 
mo about housekeeping expenses. What do * 
you pay for bread 

" Sevoa cents (3Jd.) for. a three-pound 
loaf, bub',the bread is better here than in 
•England. Butter .is twenty-four cents 
(Il^d.) a .pound. That is not the best; but . 
it is very good butter.” ’ ' 

* "Then what is thecost'of vegetables?” 

"ECiIf a .puck of potatoes costs ja3fc now 
eight cents (4d.), a good large cabbage costs 
five cents (2£d.),' and" obh*r vegetables in 
proportion.” 

•* Do you find much difference in the coat. 
of clothing?” j . * 

" Notsomuchascompared with Australia, ; 
bub men’s cloches are decidedly dear in com¬ 
parison with whit wo could have bought-iu 
England. I think they are nearly lulf as 
much again in price.” . . ' 

So we went on, picking up information 
about other emigrants.who loft London at 
the same time as our informants, and getting* 
an insight into Canadian life - in general, so 
far as Montreal was concerned. Pick-and- 
shovel men we found were earning a dollar 
and. a quarter a day (5s.),.and those who 
were working-on the railway received 
- three dollars for the Sunday, when required 
to work on that day. 

In the course of conversation I ascertained 
that the good wife was also a bread-winner, 
earning sometimes as much .a? a dollar (4s.) 
a day by herjjpm labour. The husband, too,- 





Was conlewplatiilg starting .a repairing 
business on his own account, by. which an • 
extra ton or twelve shillings a week might 
be added to the general income, We left 
our grateful friends in tho'full conviction . 
that,, with God's blessing, they were on the' 
high road,to social prosperity. ’ ' \ 

* The next’day was occupied in gaining in- 
*. formation«respecting the industries of Mon¬ 
treal ' and the principal occupation of its- 
'200,000 inhabitants. Again and again was 
‘ if impressed upon me by those of whbm^I 
inquired, "if men are willing to work there 
\ is ho difficulty in finding employment in 
\ Montreal.” In the afternoon, ub we were 
1 driving, to the Canadian Pacific Station, I 
noticed several'posters on which the* words 
u 500 hands wanted at good wages ** were 
specially conspicuous* We left Montreal for 
Ottawa* 120 miles further West, with a .very 
lively sense of several newly-formed friend- 
. ships. To Mr. H. E. Murray, of the Canada 
Shipping Company, we ^ere very greatly 
‘indebted for much courteous attention, 
valuable information, and generous help. 

. Ottawa City; the capital of the Dominion 
of Canadahas, according to its last municipal 
•census, a population of 36,000^. This does- 
. not include the suburbs. Thirty-one years - t * 
ago Ottawa; as a city qr town, did not exist. 

In J854 the population was 10,000; in 1861,- 
15,000; in 1871/ 21,545; in 1880, 25,000; 
and now it is 36,Q00. • The new Government 
buildings indicate the growing importance • 


) • , . \ • ' ■ / , • _ 

• of the city. They contain two legislative 4 
Halls of fcho same size as those provided in - 
, the English Houses of Parliament, and aro 
very handsomely decorated. * Tbo cost *of' 
the buildings has exceeded a million sterling,*. 

The “lumber” or timber trade’ is the 
staple industry. So far as I could gather, 
some six or seren thousand hands are em- ’ 
ployed at tho several mills. 

As a considerable number of men^had 
been sent to Ottawa, by the .Self-help Emi-. 

gration.Society, I took an early opportunity, j 

after arriving, of calling upon Mr. Wills, 
the Immigration agent "of the Dominion 
Government, to inquire concerning those . 
committed to his core. Mr. Wills most 
.willingly and! generously placed himBelf at . ^■/,i 

my service, and spent .the greater, part-of *1 

the day in search of the information I 
required. - 

Soon after I entered the office, a young " ,! 

fellow called inquiring for’ work. I recog¬ 
nised him as oue who was sent out about 
four months ago. In-England he was getting 
.five-shillings a week,without boord,and lived 
with his parents at home. On his arrival • 
in Ottawa - work was found for him at ten 
dollars (40?.) a month, with board and lodg- 
ing, but after working ten weeks li'e threw 
up the situation because he wanted.some¬ 
thing better.' Although he was absolutely . 
penniless when I saw him, he was as particu¬ 
lar about what work he undertook as if he * 
wore master of the situation. Mr. Wills . , 

’ . ■ ’ ■ A—2 ‘ 



.'Offered to send him io work on the following . 

* Monday, but tbo young man was eo. particu¬ 
lar that tho offer was withdrawn. 

In order to economise time, wo secured a 
y buggy/' and drove to several mills, in 
which thousands of hands were employed. 
As wo drove along, noting the numerous 
' substantially-built residences, Mr.Wills said, • 
" There is one thing'I want to impress upon 
you, and that is that all these buildings have 
been erected by immigrants—men who have 
. come to this country determined to Work. . 
Every house you see is a freehold; every, 
occupier is his own landlord." ' 

"We passed a magnificent mansion, sur- ’• 
rounded by rich foliage and beaufcully-kepb 
gardens. The house alone cost over £20,000. 
The owner and occupier commenced his 
career of. prosperity with "a black satchel 
, and a wife." 

"You see that house/* ‘said Mr. Wills, 
pointing to another magnificent dwelling. 

“ That was given to his daughter on her . 
marriage. Her Father made it a condition 
that she' should rnarrya- mechanic—some 
one with a trade.** 

As we drove past numerous large dwell-* 
ings, and some of a less pretentious cha¬ 
racter, I said, “lam delighted to see all 

• these indications of prosperity; but what 
about the other side of the picture. Where 
is your poorhouEe ? '* 

“ We haven*t such a thing in Canada , Sir. 
We have institutions of a private character 


) 

for the sick and tho aged, for widows and 
orphans, but we have no poor-house. Our 
law is Work or Want, but no man need 
want if ho is willing to work/* 

“You stated that all the houses we 
passed were freehold. What is the value 
of land in tho neighbourhood ? " 
u .Good land may bo bought to-day within 
five miles of the city, at a hundred dollars 
(.£20).an acre. .Further out it is still lower 
in price/’ .. * * 

" I find a good many people have a dread 
of the cold of Canada, Are your winters' 
really 6eyere? *' 

“The cold in this part of Canada* is much 
more endurable than in England. You, 
never see a man shiver here. Let him take 
care to have his boots big*enough for his*» 
Let to move about in, and wear woollen- 
clothing, and ho will not complain about the 
dold.’* 

“ What class of immigrants are you most 
in want of ? *' 

" If you will send me good servant girls 
and agricultural labourers I will undertake 
to give a good'account of them. Servant 
girls will-get better wages, better treat-- 
ment, and' better chances of- getting good 
husbands, than in England. . There is 
a splendid field here for agricultural . 
labourers." 

"What is the cost of living here ?" 

. "A man may live hero much cheaper than 
in England'. Clothing is no dearer, if the 
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' products of the country are-used—gcod gcn.- 
uine/stuff, not shoddy." ' „ ; 

."^What is the cost of food ?” 

‘t Bread is slightly cheaper than in Eng-* 
land. Meat ib much cheaper. Jn winter, 
when the farmers hrm# in their- produco ' 
ffbm Iho country, ft half or a quarter of a 
Sheep may be bought at five cents (2^d.) a 
pound. Legs of mutton are fix cepts (3d.) 
a pound.” • 

I " "What would a sheep's head cost ?' 

I “ A sheep’s head! W by, if a poor woman ’ 
went to a Butcher’s' for' a sheep’s bead, he 
would most likely let her have itfor nothing. 

A bullock’s head, including the tongue, costs. 
only twenty-five.cents (Is.).”- ■ 

So we went on talking until we reached 
1 - some' largo lumber-mills, about throe miles 
from the - city. I wanted-to see some of 
the men who had had experience of the peat 
bogs of Lincolnshire, who had previously ex¬ 
perienced the bitterness of “no work’.’ in 
London; but who, rather than eat-the bread 
of charity, had gladly undertaken work at a 
shilling'ft .day,' The-training in Lincoln¬ 
shire, had proved a splendid preparation for - 
rough -work in Canada, and there was the 
ETtllesfc confidence that the men selected fbr 
. ‘ smigration would.turn out well, We had'no 
. __ difficulty in finding the first man 1 inquired 
' for. '. He had received-no previous intima¬ 
tion of a visitor fromthe, old country calling' 
to Bee him, but a look-but from an upper floor, 
of the boarding-house'connected'with the 


mills had revealed to him a familiar and a 
friendly feed, and-I was very quickly greeted 
with a smile of welcome and a hearty grip 
of the hand-which made my heart thriilwith 
delight. 

"I am real glad to see.yon, sir,” was 
uttered with such-warmth as to assure’me 
of the genuineness of the words. 

"When did you arrive here ? ” 

"On June 4, and I went siraight to Mr. 
Wills, who found work for me directly.” 

“ What wages are you getting hero ? ” 
"Seven dollars (28s.) a week, and I pay 
two dollars and a-half (10s.) for my board 
and lodging.” 

" Then you are saving money ? ” 

"Hot much yet. I want to get a good 
Btook of clothing before the winter sets in,- 
but after that I-shall have-no difficulty in 
saving money.” ' T ■ . 

“That is a capital' sort of Bliirt you - 
are- wearing; how much did • if . cost 
you?” ' ' . , 

"Seventy-five cent? (3s;). It’s all wool, 
and wbven-like a stocking; a capital thing -. 
for this kind of work.” . _' 

As wo turned away, Mr. Wills said, ” That 
man is hound to do well. He has through¬ 
out acted like a gentleman, appreciating any • 
help I have been able to render him; and has 
stuck-well’ to work. - I think it will be a good/ 
thing for'bim to have a turn in thehnsh'. 

. He .will get-good wages, and after a season • 
in the bush he will be a thorough- Canadian, 





( 12 


and if he goes on as well as ho has done 
hitherto his fortune is secured.” 

Inquiries about other men led to equally 
satisfactory information; but as a set-off 
2Vfr. 'Wills told me of one man who had 
abused him most disgracefully, day after 
day comiDg to his house in a state of in¬ 
toxication, and demanding money to whioh 
ho had no’moro righKthan the Governor- 
General of 'Timbuctoo. 

Off we started on a'drive of ten or eleven 
'miles in -another direction, calling on our 
way at other extensive mills situated close 
to the Cbaudiere Falls, which are generally 
considered to rank next in importance, 
grandeur, and beauty to Niagara.. 'The 
greater fall is about 200 feet’ in width and 
40'feet in depth. The boiling, seething, 
foaming character of the water as it poured 
over the fall certainly had very much the 
appearance of a huge cauldron. • 

• Inside the mills we saw the logs of timber 
received from the water, and in a few 
minutes they , were turned out in planks, 
joists, rafters, or laths ready for building 
purposes. Hundreds of men were attend¬ 
ing to the several departments of labour, 
with the systematic regularity of clockwork. 

Close at hand we Baw Eddy's Slatcb 
Factory, and other important industries. 
•Everywhere around J the signs of prosperity 
presented themselves. Not a single loafer 
•was to be seen. • The busy hive was fot^ 
^yorkers, and drones were not recftgnisgdr^ 
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Seven miles,from Ottawa, I had another 
warm greeting from a man and his wife 
and the baby, all of whom bad benefited 
very greatly by their.transatlantic change. 
What a transformation in that blessed 
babyl Three months ago a pale, sickly, 
wizened, ever-crying mice, now a chubby 
faced, smiling, robust child who would not 
fear to engage in a wrestling match with 
any piccanniny of the same age. \ 

“ Well, H-, are you sorry you came to 

Canada?” , . 

“Sorry! No, sir. I am very glad.* I 
wouldn't go back for anything.” 

“What wages were.you earning before 
you came out ? ” . 

“Forabout seven months in the year I 
was getting twelve shillings a week, and the 
rest of the year it was pretty hard work to ■ 
get along.” ' * 

“ What wages are you getting now ? ” 

“Twenty-eight dollars (.£5 12 p.) a month; 
and it's constant, regular work.” . 

With a promise to^make inquiries about 
some relatives in England, we left our friends 
to their good fortune, and ma£e our way to. 
“ The Bussell House,” which, in due course, 
we reached after a delightful drive of about 
twenty-five miles, during which we received 
much valuable informationonsocialproblems 
which, had hitherto seemed extremely diffi¬ 
cult. _ 

j&r. Wills very kindly tabulated particu¬ 
lars respecting some forty or fifty cases sent 





out; by the Self-Help Society. On looking 
over the list I found every man had been 
provided with work. In some cases a delay 
of a few days had occiuml, but the Society 
had authorised ah expenditure in such cases 
for board and lodging, or for migration to 
more suitable fields of labour. The average 
outlay, as shown on the list prepared, had 
not exceeded ton shillings per" head. The 
following epitome will show the results in a 
few cases:— 

H. P. arrived April 1, "Work provided at 1 dob 
50 cents,(6a.) a day. Paid 3 dols. (12s.) a week for . 
board and lodging.- 

A. H. arrived May 4. Now enrniug28 dols. (£512s.) 
a month. Permanent employment, 

F. H. arrived May 4, ' Work provided at 1 dob 50 

conts (6s. i a day. Coat for .board and lodging 3 dols. 
(12s.) a week. } - 

\ M. F., engine-fitter, arrived Jnne 3; work provided 
immediately at 1 dob 75 cents (7a.) n. day. Boarded 
and lodged at' house opposite works for 3 dols. 
25 cents (13s.) a week. Board in every oasa means 
three meat meals a day. - 

J, Y. arrived drunk June 3, bat set to work next 
day at 1 dol. 25 cents (5s.) a day. 

J. G. and J. C. arrived Jnne 3, both provided with, 
employment at 7 doI«. (28s.) a week. Now engaged to 
work on a railway in Eastern Cunada for the winter. 

G. C. arrived June 3; engaged at 100 dols. (£20) a 
year, with board and Judging. 

*' LW. arrived June 22; at work on the Canadian' 1 
Pacific Railway afc 30 dols. (£6) a month, permanent 
euiploymnut. * . 

Y- Those jire simply specimen cases. Some 
Jit tbelmen have moved off to other parts of 
..Canada, in the expectation of still further 
bettering, their condition. Some few have 
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' not turned. out satisfactorily. In nearly 
every case of failure drink has been the causj* 
The next day I had 1 the pleasure o'f meet¬ 
ing Mr. Lowe, the Secretary of the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture for the Dominion of 
Canada, whovery readilysupplied additional 
information, and promised any help in his • 
power in connection with the emigration of 
willing workers from England. One remark 
of Mr. Lowe's is specially worth recording. 

“ The genius of our country is adaptation, ' 
the adaptation of, tools to work, the adapta- 
4 tion of men to circumstances.” The men 
wanted in Canada are “all round” men. 
Men who only know one branch of a trade 
- are at a discount in comparison «with the 
man of many resources and general adapti ve- 
. ness. Tbe .visit to Ottawa proved a decided 
" eye-opener,” and we left it with pleasure- 
. able regret for Toronto, about 3U0 miles' 
further West. . During our brief stay in 
Ottawa we had the pleasure of makiog the 
acquaintance of the Kev. John Wood, who 
had proved himself a good friend to immi¬ 
grants, and who most cordially promised to 
render any assistance within his power 
to any who might be sent to Ottawa by the 
" Self-Help ” Society. 

We reached Toronto at 8.30 a.m,, after a 
ridp of 9£ hours. Upon the whole the sleepy 
ing saloons .in Canada dre certainly not* 
superior to those in use on the best lines in 
England. There is less privacy. This, per¬ 
haps, is accounted for by the freer life of the 





people. Our “sable 0 Bight attendant was 
courteous, but independent. In the early 
morning we were delighted with touches of 
aweet harmony from. hia> favourite instru¬ 
ment. At 7 o'clock a table was spread and 
breakfast supplied to those who required it. 
Another attendant passed through the. car 
atintervals with a supply of freBh fruit, and 
another with general literature and the 
morning papers. 

In Toronto I found more difficulty in tra¬ 
cing individual immigrants thanin the places 
we had previously visited. Mr. Donaldson, 
the’Government Immigration Agent, was 
unfortunately out of town. Inquiries af¬ 
forded full evidence tbat he is a real friend 
to immigrants, and spares no pains to 
forward their best interests. I was 
directed to the Eev. Mr. Darling, a 
minister .of-the-Episcopal Church, as 
one who had specially interested himself 
in immigrants, but I found his house closed, 
as if the family were in the country or„at 
some quiet resting-place on the St. Lawrence. 
I set to work to make some general inquir¬ 
ies as to the clasB of men most likely to 
succeed in Toronto, and the testimony was 
everywhere theBamgyj ^fi&cj ttggober, steady, 
honest/ hard-working men, artisans .or 
labourers, and we will find work for therm” 
Of .the men sent out by the Self-Help Emi¬ 
gration Society not a single one had been 
unprovided with work. 1 

A few facta will indicate the importance 
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of Toronto aa a labour centre. - Eight lines 
of railway have terminal stations in the city.- ; 
There are at present about 20,000 public and 
private buildings. The population is 
120,000- In 1851, It was 40,000; in .1861, . 
44,800 j In 1871, 50,600; in 1881, 86,445‘. The * 
yearly civic income andexpenditure is over 
2,000,000 dols. (.£400,000 sterling) on an 
average. The assessed value of property 
this year is 82;000,000 dols. (£10,400,000 . 
sterling).- There are over v a hundred 
churches in Toronto: 27. Episcopal, 22 
Methodist, 16 Presbyterian, 12 Baptist, ofi 
Eoraan Catholic, 6 Congregational, 6 Salva¬ 
tion Army, and 12 of various other bodies. * 
Before leaving England a friend had given 
me the name of a gentleman residing'in 
Yonge-street', as one who would be willing to 
supply me with information; The number 
of the house bad not been given me.' On 
making inquiry for Yonge-street I found it 
, was more, than thirty,thiles in length , extend¬ 
ing north and South. King-street, the 
principal one in Toronto, pixty-six feet in 
' width, runs east and west. Forty years ago 
King-street was composed entirely^ of 
- wooden structures ; now it is well built-up. 
with substantial brick and stone buildings. < 
However, I found the required address in. 
Yonge-street, and from there-started off in 
’ search of a family who had recently, arrived 
in Toronto. On the .way, I endeavoured to 
get some .gleanings. A-mother, leaving a 
baker’s shop with three little children beside' 





her, seemed a likely subject. The way to a 
mother's ’ heart is to take notice of her 
child reni 

“Well,’little maid, where did yon get 
those pretty black eyes from ? ” 

The little one looked up at her mother as 
if sAc knew a}l about-the matter. As two 
of the children were carrying loaves of 
bread, I ventured to ask the price. 

“These two loaves cost 11 cents.” (51&.) 
“What is the weight of the two ?” 

“Pourpounds,” . . 

* V Have you been long in Canada P” 

•/* About two years.”. , ' / 

“And'do you prefer it to the old court* 

' ' 2 yes i although it has been rather a 
time during thelast ten weeks, owing 
wa strike among the joiners, . That is my 
husband’s trade.” * . - • • . ■ ■ 

“What is the result of the striked” • 

." It came to an end yesterday. The men 
are to-receive twenty-five cents . (Is.) an 
hour.” * * - . 

“ That is better pay than in England ? ” 

“ Yes,and livingis cheaper; so that alto¬ 
gether we are better off.” 

With a good-bye to the little ones, and 
something to buy “ sweeties,” we proceeded 
on our way, and at length found the house 
—closed.. Inquiries of -neighbours elicited 
the information that those of-whom we were 
in search lived" inone of four newly-built red 
brick hotfses abouta mile further on,” Then 
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followed further inquiries^'and eventually 
we' succeeded in our quest. ' The good wife 
of the house came to us with an inquiring 
look on her face. . ' ' 

“ Do you know Mr. D-— P ” I asked. 

The mention of the name of an old friend, 
m the mother, country was quite sufficient. 
At once we had a hearty welcome. 

Husband, wife, and two children arrived 
in Toronto on the first of June. The husband, 
a brass founder, a man of superior intelli¬ 
gence, and an earnest Christian worker,' 
found work at once at' two dollars (8s.) 
a day. The son s and daughter are both 
earning money, the former is preparing for- 
taking a small farm. The house occupied 
by the family consists of sir or seven good- 
sized rooms, bath-room, with nutne ous 
modem appliances, and the rent is only nine 
dollars (36s.) a month, including all tares. 
The good man was not at home when we 
called, but he afforded me the pleasure of 
seeing him by calling at_my hotel in the 
evening. . 

u Will you tell me, Mr. S., what is your 
.opinioh about Canada, after three months* 
experience of it ? ” 

“ That it is just the country for steady, 
persevering men to come to. ’We meet' 
here more on an equal footing. The 
foreman.of the works where'.1 am engaged 
mixes with the men and converses as freely* 
with them, and we.with him, as if there, 
were no distinction in position; ; Ho is a 
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Christian man, and'haa told mo that if I 
can recommend-any steady young fellows 
from the old country, there will be no diffi- 
cultyiji finding work for them,” 

“ Are you able to save money ? '* • , 

“ Oh, yos; and thoro is every inducement 
to Bavo. The Po$t Office Savings Bank 
allows % per cent. interesfc^^othiDg less 
-than—a—dollar-is^ received ~on dcp.sit. I 
hope soon to be able to buy a piece of 
land.” 


“Do you find living cheap or dear, in com-* 
parison with England ? ” - 

“ Decidedly cheaper than • in England. 
We buy good beef at eight cents (4d.) a 
pound, and new milk with the cream on it 
at. five cents (2id.) a quart. If the milk is 
allowed to stand awhile there is a splendid 
head of cream on it.” 

We had further conversation about 


future prospects! the causes of failure with 
some who had emigrated to Canada aid not 
succeeded, the openings for Christian ‘work, 
and many other subjects, on which I re¬ 
ceived intelligent and valuable informa-' 
tion. . 


Toronto furnished another v.ery satisfac¬ 
tory case in a lad who until recently was a 
member of the shoeblack brigade in eonftec- 
tion with Westminster Chapel, a casein 
which, the Rev. Henry Simon had taken 
Bpecial interest.' On arriving in Canada 
the lad found employment at a saw-mill, 
but he soon came to the conclusion that ho 


ought to be doing* better in the way of wages. 
To use his own word9, " I,began to open my 
eyes. It didn’t pay me to stay there for 
four dollars (16s.) a month and board, so I 
left t© go to a farm for ton dollars (40s.) a 
month and board. After working there a 
month, I heard of a place about eighty-five 
mil-s away where they wanted- som^j 
labourers, so I took the train down. The 
k next morning I started work,* and now I am 
getting eighteen cents and a half an hour, 
making nine hours a day and five on Satur¬ 
day. My money comes to nine dollars and a 
quarter (37s.) a week, and I board and lodge 
for three and a quarter (13s.)” There is no 
difficulty in lacjs of this stamp getting con¬ 
stant work in Canada. 

The next morning was spent in visiting 
several factories, and noting the various in* 
dustriea of Toronto. Soon after noon we 
were again “on board the. train aud on 
the way to Hamilton; about forty miles fur¬ 
ther west.' 

Arrived at Hamilton, the first thing was 
to put myself in communication with Mr. 
John Smith, the Government Immigration 
Agent. Mr. Smith,is an ingrained*hater ! of 
all shams and humbugs,- and l-socn found 
myself'the subject of a little incisive cross- 
examination. 

“Who aro the men who are working thS 
'Self-HelpEmigration Society'?” 

I mentioned the names of tho Earl of 
Roden, Lord' Dorchester, Sir Reginald 
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Proctor Beauchamp, Rev. Andrew Hoarns, 
and others, and was then asked 
"Do any of the committee receive any re- 4 
numeration for their services ? ** 

"Not a penny piece'; every service is 
gratuitously rendered/* 

"What becomes of any concession or 
commisHion ? ” 

" Every penny goes to the general fund 
for helping emigrants.” 

"Are your expenses paid for coming out 
hero ? ** * 


"I have the privilege of paying my own 
expenses. The fact is—I wanted a holiday,^ 
and ! thought I could not do better than 
take a run to Canada, and pick up informa- • 
tion oa.the way in relitiou to emigrants/* 
“Do jrou expect to be reimbursed any ex¬ 
penditure?** 


" Certainly not. I am taking this trip for 
my own pleasure, and quite independent of 
any connection with the Society. . t 
u Pardon me for putting these plain ques¬ 
tions. The fact is, I have seen so much of 


professional philanthropy that I like tq know 
with whom I am deuling. I will gladly ren¬ 
der you any help in my power/* 

I was amply rewarded for this interview¬ 
ing.by Me. Smith's subsequent testimony— 
viz* : “The Self-Help Society is.the best I 
have had to do with/ 1 1 see tho men con- 


' necfcecLwith it have no private ends to serve, 
but are devoting themselves to promoting 
the real welfare of thQ men they send outr. 


It “is a thoroughly honest, unselfish Society, 
and it will give mo the greatest pleasure to 
aid it in every possible way/* 

I must avoid mentioning other societies 
and individuals to which Mr. Smith referred, 
but of one prominent individual he said, 
with considerable warmth : "The man is an 
utter humbug. Hq. gets two shillings for 
every emigrant, and in one instance, at Ityist, 
he received ten pounds each for several dis¬ 
charged prisooer8, and nearly every penny 
went into his own pocket/* 

While we were talking a young-girl came 
in to make some inquiries respecting a rail¬ 
way transportation ticket. 

“ Well, Kitty, how old arc you ? ” 

"I don't know; I think I am sixteen/ 1 
" When do you want the ticket/’ 
"To-morrow.” , ^ 

"All right; Kitty. I will see that you 
have it/* 


As soon as she wa3 gone, Mr, Smith said, 
"That is one of Mis* Rye’s girls. She came 
out here as poor as any of them, nnd now 
she has investments of her own amounting 
to at least fifty, and possibly a hundred' 
pounds/* - 

I made inquiries about some men sent out*' 
by, the Self-Help Society. , f - 

"How is a man named S—=—doing?** 

" He came out in May last year. He is ‘ 
now working at a place about twenty-seven 
miles from here, and is earning three dollars 
(12s.) a.day. His mate, whocame out with 
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him, is earning two dollars, seventy-fire 
cents (Us.) a day. They were both ordinary 
labourers, and'are now working in a stone 
quarry." , * . . . 

i Of another man; Mr. Smith said: # 

camo out as poor as a rat, he is how doing 
splendidly, and has,just bought two houses. - 
He lives in one and lets tbo other." 

"I find so yany men succeed hero (in / ' 
Canada j what about those who fail ? ” 

With much quiet “emphasis, Mr. Smith 
said: "Ijhavo been here thirty-four years,- 
and havej never known of an honest man, or 
his.cbildjen, begging bread;" 

I inquired about a man an'd his wife who 
had donef well at the, peat work provided in 
Lincolnshire. The two arrived in June last. 

"Well, the man’sa donkey. ,1 got him work 
at which ho might jhave had fifteen dollars 
(JB3) a month and board, and his wife might 
have bad nine dollars (3Gs.) a month and 
board ip another situation/bufc they didn't 
like tbe idea of being separated. People who 
come out^here must be prepared to make 
some/sacrifices, .and . to rough .it for a 
rime.” 

' It was gratifying to hear Mr. Smith speak 
highly of tbe integrity and thorough princi¬ 
ple of this.man and.his wife, and before we 
left' I had the pleasure of. seeing both , of 
• them and of arranging for on improvement ’ 
in their position. i 

a . ."What aretiie elements of success in men 
who come out here ?” I inquired. 
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'/ They may be summed up in three words: 
honesty, sobriety, and industry." . 

<f Is drink a frequent cause of failure ? ” 
‘fYes; a man can, get drunk here much 
cheaper than in England. Beer will cost 
him yore, but whisky can be bought here, 
84t^p. % , at from four-to five shillings a 
gallon. . If immigrants will only keep sober, 
and are honest and'industrious, they are 
bound to succeed. I have about seven thou-. 
sand pasB through my bands every year. I 
. could tell you of Bcores who came here with 
scarcely a cent in their pockets, who are 
now worth thousands of pounds/ 1 
We left Hamilton by an eveniqg train for 
Niagara pulls, forty miles east. . On arrival 
we were soon "'fixed" as to hotel accommo¬ 
dation, and in conversation with .the land¬ 
lord. j 

" Bo you call this a village ? " , ‘ 

. *f Oh, no L this is a town.. It was formorly 
called Clifton, bui iq now Niagara' Palls, 
Ontario, to distinguish it from 'Niagara 
Falls 3 on the American aide// 

What constitutes a town? ” 

" Two thousand inhabitants." . 

" What is the population of this town ?” 

• "Over three thousand." - °*. 

*What constitutes'^, city 
A population of ten thousand.” 

We'continued in conversation for , about 
half-an-hour on. a, variety of- topics, then took 
a two-mile walk, arranged to be called at 6,°30 
the following morning, and went to bed to 
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dream of the anticipated doliglits of Niagara. 
At 7.30 the following mornings a Carriage and 
pair was in'waiting, and off we atarted^firat 
to " Tho Rapids,” where Captain Webb lost 
his life. By means ofamincUned railway 
we were, soon nearly'on a level with' tho 
Beething current. The rocks -on either side/ 
of red sandstone and white'limestone, 240 
feet high, presented ’a’picture' ; of -roajeBlic 
grandeur. The water, estimated to be about 
250 feet deep at this point, rushed past us in 
its onward course to Lake Ontario, thence to 
the St. Lawrence and the Atlantic ocean.- The 
scene in the early morning was of great 
beauty, and we would willingly have made a 
long stay, but were obliged to hnrry forward. 

Our youthful guide quietly remarked, “ I. 
have no regular wages here; X only get what' 
I can pvok up.from> Visitors,”- I took tlie 
hint and handed' him’ "a quarter," and 
having paid our fifty, cents each for admis¬ 
sion, and inspected the curiosities of the 
bazaar, wo proceeded to' “ The Whirlpool.". 
Here another' payment if fifty cents each, 
.was required, another ride on an Inclined. 
'railwayenjoyed,another hint received'from a. 
guide, " I have no regular wages here/’Ac., 
-&o.; and here we had a further contribution 
to our enjoyment from the'scenery around us. 

As our.young guide talked like a halfponny 
book, I ventured a few questions.'—, 

“Now, do you’mind "telling me, in confi-. 
dence, how much money you make by show¬ 
ing people the whirlpool."' 
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" Well,yousoe, the season is only a short 
one—about three months in the year, and 

■ there are several of us." . ‘ • ' 

" How many visitors do you get here ? ” 

“In the season, from 300 to 500 a day." 

“ I suppose you make a good thing.out of 
it. Now, just tell me: I witlprornise-notto try 
to get your ’ Berth, and boside's, I. couldn’t 
talk as you do. How much do you get?"' 

“ About 180 dollars (£36) itt the Season,' 
Sometimes it’s more." • » ■" 

.Not a bad thing, I thought,-for a small 
boy with “ no regular wages." ' : 

A oouplo of minutes’ walk brought us toa ; 
charming spot named "The Swiss Glen,” in 
which we indulged in the delights of an iipagi- 

■ nary picnic. As the shale and fallen rock made 
progress somewhat difficult at places, we 

' aaked'ouv guide if many accldehts occurred. 

' “There hasn’t been an accident here for 
fourteen years..' When ’Captain' Webb lost 
his life there were thousands of people here, 

. • but not a single apOideiit.” 

We re-entered an'Open carringdon the ih- 
. dined .railway'and, with our faces to the 
charming scenery which .wo bad just visited, 
were soon on the higherlevel. Onpaymentof 
another half-dollar each for admission, asked 
for when' we went .out, and another 
< “quarter" to our guide, we were free to 
" • proceed.on our drive. 

We were soon in view of the new-suspen- 
sion'bridge which Unites the mainland 6n 
; the American and Canadian side of Niagara! 
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The cost of this Jjridgo ainoiUited'to nearly 
.£240,000. The span ia 1,230 feet from tower 
to tower, the tower* on the Canadian sjde 
are 120 feet high, the depth from tlio floor 
of the bridge to the water below is 250 feet. 

A little further on wo saw the Maid of the 
‘Mist, the little steamer which, to escape 
seizure by the sheriff, was guided by the 
pilot Bobinson, through tbo whirlpool, to 
the American flido. 

"Do you know what that boat is made 
of?” our driver inquired, after /Jiving us 
- agipiphic description of the perilous voyage 

referred to. . ^ - 

" Iron, I suppose.” ~ V-’-'r*-— 

"■No” . 

" What then; oak ? ” 

"No ” 

We made several other .guesses, and at 
length gave it up. Mr. Driver thenitffdrmed 
us, " She is Maid of the Mist.” . . 

We tried to look serious, and risked, u Is 
that the way you treat innocent'tourists ? ” 
'“'Well, sir, we'like to follow Scripture; 
when we see a stranger, we try to take him 
in —find we succeed sometimes /” - : 

As we approached- the Balls, we were fn?-'! 
quently solicited by photographers. to,]iave 
. our likenesses taken, with either ordboth of 
■ the Fulls.as'a background, The^spechnena 
shown were however quito^gullicient to lead 
us to decline every invitation. 

We ascendeT,to the balcony at the top of 
.Table Jtock/House, and from that elevated 
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position • looked down upon the grandest 
. sight we had ever witnessed. Immediately 
xin front of us was the American Fall, 900 / 

u feet^n'width, with a drop of 164 feet. ;_A,; 
little to the , right was the Canadian- Fall,. 

1,900 fcet^aQross, with a drop of 158 feet. ■ 

Our guido informed us that it wub estimated.,, 
that 1,500,000,000>uJ^ic.feet of water passes 
over this Fall every hour'll 
4 It was a'grand and awe-inspiring scene. . 4 
■ $o words can describe it. That eight alone 
was more than worth, our journey of 4,000 
miles.' The majestic roar of the pushing^ 

, waters and the sublime grandeur, of the 
picture filled us with silent awo.< Wh stood* 

. spellbound, our hearts filled. with ?1 revprenco 
and our. mindg* with wonder, as we looked 
.upon that magnificent "apocalypse of God.” 

After viewing the Falls from above, wo . 
were desirous of going funder the Horseshoe 
Fall. The signification of our wish .wa$ 
sufficient. We entered our several robing 
rooms, and when we emerged our nearest 
. relatives would havd failed to recognise us. 

• Our aching sides testified to the strength of 

• the laughter-fit which took possession of us 
as we looked at each other. Goloshes en¬ 
cased’ our feet, yellow oilskin leggings- 
covered our lower limbs, coats of the sume 
material protected our bodies, a towel Served 
for a necktie, and the suit was completed by 

. a.friar's'hood, which left only the wearer’s- 
face: visible. Yerily, in our experiences 
there wad but a step from the sublime to the 
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, ridiculous. ‘'Would you like to hive your 
I - likeness taken P ” from another photo¬ 
grapher jvtfs the final straw. Wo laughed 
. till the tears rolled down our cheeks, and we 
had to hold' bn to a handrail -for support. 
However', we managed to cross the road and 
, to descend thestaircase which led to tbolower 
level beneath the Fall. We soon found that we 
>had .to'/face what would! hnvo proved a 
drenching spray if it had not been for our 
• oilskins... The wet) slippory pathway 
warned us to walk circumspectly. In a fow 
minuteb we stood immediately under the 
water, which was being dashed from the 
overhanging rock above. The roar was 
so great that we could not hear the shouting 
.. of our guide. Signs had to take the place 
of words. . 

'Returning to the house, we disrobed— 

. so far as our additional garments were con¬ 
cerned-paid our costumier and . guide, 
made sundry purchases, and then directed' 
our driver 1 to cross over to the American 
side. With frequent alternations of driving 
and walking we visited Goat Island, Luna 
• Island (from which wo. had] a magnificent 
■..view both-of the American Fall and the 
Hbrseshoo Fall), and finally Three Sisters 
•• Islands., ... 

Fresh beauties presented themselves at 
„ . every .turn.; The ‘‘Three Islandsi^are 
Connected by bridges which Bpan the foam¬ 
ing waters. Several notices, “ Do not ven¬ 
ture in dangerous, places,” warned visitors 


■ that although tho surroundings wore most', 
dolightful, tho way whs not always safe. 

After five hours’delightful enjoyment of 
Niagara, wo roturnod to our hotel, bad an 
early lunch, and then started byjdie Grnnd 
Trunk Rail way for London, 120 miles further 
west. This statement )b not quit e correct, as 
the train wus more than an hour behind in 
starting, and one of the officials declared 
most empbaticaHfthat although he had been 
there for nino or ten years he had never 
known a train to stlirt at the advertised 
time. In due timo (or undue time) we 
reached London, a city of about 35,000 in¬ 
habitants. London !■ tho very name was 
suggestive of homo. It was interesting and 
, amusing to' note how "the powers that be” 
.in. London, 'Ontario, had endeavoured .'to 
• make their city a'miniaturO of the metropolis 
of England. London, Ontario,,has its riven 
Thames (100 yards wide), its Blaokfriars- 
bridge,’ Westminster-bridge, Westminster . 
Abbey, St. Paul’s; Pall-mall, Piccadilly, • 
Covent-gardon, Victoria-park, Cheapside, 
Crystal Palace, and also its. East-end and 
West-end. ' ) " • 

I wanted to get information respecting, 
emigrants from London, England,and so, 
early in the morning following arrived, waited 
on''Mr. A. G. Smyth, the Government 
■agent, who most generously laid himself out 
to further my wishes. His first statement 
' was most gratifying.' 

• '; I don’t know one of your men who is not ’ 


doing w,elh- I have roceivefi and placed a 
good many tins.- year • and, tliey- havo all 
turned out well;" . '/ . 

,"I should like to see/somo of the men; 
would it ho possiblo to arrange it ?• ”. 

.‘‘It would take a gopd.bit of.time, as they i 
are somewhat scattered. . I fould, howe.ver r - 
give youparticiilaxs / about most of them.’’, • 
Then followed details about more of tho 
Lincolnshire men.and others who had experi¬ 
enced Sharp struggles; in tho old country. 
Mostof those mentionedare engaged on farms, 
from nine to'thirteen miles from .London, 
Ontario. Special mention was made of one 
family which had caused .rather' more 
perplexity than usual on- .account; of illness' 

f er' matters. " But;*’ added Mr. 

* they are all right now j the man, al-. 
otally unaccustomed to-farm work 
ly, is well placed. X spent the . 
part of three days in . getting'him • 
Xe has how house and firing for him- 

_family, board for himself, and eigh-‘ 

teen dollars (.£3 12s.) a month in addition. . 
If he prefer8.it he may have a dollar (4s.)^a ( • 
day and a house." 

"What does it cost for house-rent in the \ 

- neighbourhood of London P , .' 

"Nice little houses maybe-had here for • 
five dollars (LI) a month, and in the, coilntry 
for two and a-balf to three dollars (10s. to 
" 12sl) a month.” ' : r 

„Qur next visit was; to Watford, a village •• 
about , thirty mile's further west, where we 


) . . - . 

were delighted to makothe acquaintance of 
tho, Bev. B. Hay, who has .most generously 
devoted himself; to promoting the interests 
of a large number of'immigrants. By his 
kindly..influence, thirty; havo been well 
placed duriDg the last few months, and it. 

: was exceedingly gratifying to hear tha,t all 
. had turned out wotl.' Mr. Hay had made 
arrangements for a number.of the immi-• 
grants to meet me on the following evening 
so that I might; receive their own testimony 
about' their now homes and surroundings, 
and. he further - volunteered to drive us 
round a .'good part of the country to see 
some of the farms; This-, offer was, of 
course, gladly accepted, and at 10 o’clock 
oh the following morning we wfere on the 
road. ; 

At a farmhouse, ab^ut seven miles 1 from 
Watford, we had a delightful 'experience of 
• Canadian hospitality. (Although we -were 
unexpected visitors, we, received a -right, 
hearty welcome, and .throughout the day 
were.treated most royallyX '. -, 

The goodmanipf the house •was_ not at 
home, but thfr ! *-'goodwife ” ljccame‘ at once 
guide, counsellor and friend,’’ and shewed 
us over a good part of the farm of over two 
hundred acres, and also enlightened us as to 
~ therequirements and appliances iff Canadiau- 
'farming. : The-numerous outhoWs, well 
kept and-furnished, were evidences of pros¬ 
perity, especially'iwhen-.wo learned that tho 
whole property was free. With - the\excep-' 



tion of two of throe farms in the neighbour¬ 
hood every occupier is his »vm landlord. 

At the dinner-table we-mot Mrs; C-> one 

of the numerous. cases -which’ hud come 


before the committee Of the " Self-Help *' 
Society, owing to • the' failure of tno jute 
works at Barking. She was treated in every 
way as on an equality with the family.. In the 
old country she bad experienced severe 
trials. Owing to the prolonged illnesA and 
. death of her husband she had bad to do' the 


bread-winning. The 1 closing of the,factory 
throw hdr and hundreds besides out of em¬ 


ployment. The Bev. T, Davies proved a 
friend in need, and arrangements were made 
for the, widow and hqr daughter to emigrate. 

“ Mrs..,C-, would you like to go hack ? 

"Oh, dear, no! I' am 4oo comfortable 
here to want.to go back."' • ' ^ 

“ How_ is. your daughter v;. . • 

"’She is very well, and is living on a farm 
.very near me. If you see Mr. Davies, will. 

■ you tellhim how happy wo are here, and thank 
. him for all tbo interest he took in us ?” " 

• It will be understood with what pleasure ' 
we ate-the delicious farmhouse bread made 


by Mrs. C-after this testimony,- Looking 

round the table we found that England, 
Wales,. Scotland, and Ireland were each 
represented. The representative of the last, 
although pf Irish’descent, was Canadian horn. 
It was amusing' to hear him remark .with 
true Hibernian humour, “I’m shure no one 


would know I’m Oirish by the way. I 
Bpake.’-’^ \ 

In the evening we met eighteen or twenty 
of the emigrants seiit to Watford. -Only one ' 
expressed dissatisfaction with his lot. Evcry- 
thing 1 - was wrong.with him, although others 
who Were there said he bad a good situation, - 
and that altogether he.was riot obad soft of 
fellow. . I could only suppose tliat bo was 
the subject of a fit of- hypochondria, .and for 
the. time dubbed him-Mr. Grumbler. .When- 
appealed to, not'one of the others could bo 
found, to endorse his testimony. I subse¬ 
quently ascertained that Sir. Grumbler had 
saved a. considerable’ sum of money, al¬ 
though he had. been little more, than-a y ear 
in.Cariada. • ■■ , •' 

Turning to another man, whose happy face 
, would bV a passport’ tu good society;,auy- 
where, T asked, “Do you regret coming' 
out ? ’’ • 

"Not- a bit of -it. I engaged-,- for 
’ twenty-seven dollars. (.£5 8s.) a-month for. 
the season, and I have no doubt about 
getting something else.’* ’. - , ° 

lust befofe, I had had a chat with a 
farmer -in- the. neighbourhood/ who- whs. 
formerly connected with. - Parish-street 
’ Chapel,.Horselydown, and, referring t’othis 
young man, he said: “Be' has gained for 
himself a very good name.since he came- 
' here. -I am commissioned to offer him what 
I think will be a good opening for him. 


( 

Mr. L-* wants a confidential man and be 

believed Mr. 0-here .will .suit him. He . 

will have 2-10 dollars (.£48) a-ycar,.a house 
to live in, fepe pasturage, feed for a cow if 
he likes to keep one, sb much garden ground 
as he wants, all the apples be can eat, and * 
may keep any number of hens, hie employer 
supplying an equal number, and the two 
Bharing the proceeds of the eggs.” .\ 

'Well done, Mr. O—— l “A good name is 
better .than great riches/*' 

- ' Speaking to the father and mother of this . 
young mhn later in the evening, I found 
they heartily endorsed the testimony .of 
their son as to Canadian experience,, 
although they had only landed at Montreal 
about four months before. 

" We have here,” said the mother, u what* v 
wehadn'tat home—plenty toeat and drink.”.' 

• To another man I said, “ You are looking 
well—much better than wheu I saw .you in. 
England.” 

" Yes; I guess this is a pretty good coun¬ 
try for being well.” • . 

Another particularly commissioned mo./to 
let his friends know how well he was doing, 

• and there were special reasons Cor.this testi-, 
ipony being given by one who had seeD himi 
1 bad previously received his employer’s 
account of him, to the effect that he was • 
thoroughly satisfied. There is/no reason 
why -he should not be in possession of- a 
farm of hie own in a few years* time. • 




Another vei’y steady and intelligent man 
said,'“ I am better off by far s than I was in 
the old country. Iwas in London two years, 
and during .that time* I was only able to get 
eight months* work. ^ 

Another," on being asked, "Would yott 
like to go back to the old country?*' re¬ 
spired, "I would rather - go to the-North 
iPole.” 

\ I recognised a man who came out^about a 
month ago! and inquired what progress he . 
him made. Tle replied, "The wages for'the ^ * 
firsX month were very* poor, hub I. bad to 
■provte whut I was worth. X only got seven 
dollars ,(28s.) • for thp month with board and 
lo^ginfe ; buc I have just engaged for a hun¬ 
dred dollars n year and everything found/ 
except Rothes.” • \ 

So theVnen went on, one after the other) 
testifying^to-the change for the better in 
their remoVal to Canada.. Watford certainly v ^ 
has one greXt advantage in that it is thirty , 
miles from Vny, place where intoxicating ‘ ; 
liquors can herobtained. The men, too, are -. 
made to feel the influence of family life/m 
the way they m^x with .their employers and 
their children. \ETow vastly better than- £lio 
lodging-houses oKLofcdon, which thousands 
of working : men are obliged to make tbeir 
homes! ■ \ 

I found that, asV genera rule; farmers 
gave , their " helps hundred dollars the 
first ye.tr, in addition V board, .lodging and* 



in most cases washing and menjJhig, and the 
qecond year tW wages w^readvanced to' 
130 or 150 dollars, according to the progress 
made. Families/jjetfT could procure firing 
at a very che 34 >''fate; a cord of wood—that 
is,^a pilcJSffcTlong/ 4ft. high and 4ft. wide, 

. or^J^'~oubic_feet—being purcha'goblefpr__a- 
^dotlar and a tlings'SterlTogT 

^ We closed a most enjoyable time by sing- 
ihg.one of tho old familiar hymns, and com¬ 
mending one .another to ojr Father: in- 
\ heaven. Mr. Ijfay kindly drove ti3 back to.. 
our\hotel, and we atlength separated, with a 
deep conviction on 1 our part of the true spirit 
of consecrated devotion which marks Mr. 
Hoy’s, work, nob only in relation to the 
spiritual, interests of those amongab whom, 
be labours, but also to their material 
'welfare. ’ 1 . v ' 

.We .hod a now experience at Watford 
On our arrival at the station we requested 
to be driven to the* beat hotel. The cater- ; 


ing generally was satisfactory* bub we • were 
scarcely prepared for the experience of tbe 
morning. Our* boots _ were placed, outside 
our bedrootns v as usual, when we, retired to 
rest, and there they were.in the same , con¬ 
dition when’ rose in, tho morning. 
Thinking they hid been inadvertently over¬ 
looked, we Bpoke \to a domestic, -and were 
by her referred to\the landlord, as such a 


matter was altogether beyond her province.' 
As.the landlord was not to be found; I men¬ 


tioned the circumstanced^ another visitor at 
tho breakfastxtableTand asked, “How do tliey 
uaually mana^enbout boot-cleaning here ?” 

* " Ignesa - every man cleans his own,” was 

Jihe"response. . * ■ 

"But how do ladies manage ? ” 

/'I don’t know; they have never favoured 
me with their experience.” - " • 

As we were unprovided with a shoeblack's 
stock-in-trade, I made further at.emptB to 
get the-usual hobebpolish. but they were all 
in vain. In Watford every man is his o.vn • 
shoeblack. 

We certainly, had no reason to complain 
of .the hotel charges. For clean, -well- 
furnished bedrooms and three good meali 
and at tendance'we were only called upon to 
pay at the rate of a dollar (4a.) a day 
Although this was an- exceptional experi¬ 
ence, we found hotel charge* throughout 
Canada to be exceedingly reasonable. ’ Xu no 
case-did they exceed, three and a-half 
dolla-s (Ha.) a diy; The average did not 
amount to more than' 123. Tnere are no 
".tips” to servants, the only "extra” 
being a trifle, usually "a quarter” (Is.),for 
'the conveyance of luggage-to or-from,the 
railway.- ' 

Just aswre were leaving Watfotd, an easy¬ 
going farmer nccosted me. 

"Arc you the gentlemm that's looking 
after immigrants here ?” 



"I havo seen a few since I have been 
Lore, and I am delighted to find that they 
are so-well fixed.” 

■'I'. wish you would” send me a good 
servant, I am prepared to pay a. good com¬ 
mission.",- ^ • 

I assured him that " commission ” did.not, 
in any way enter.into niy. calculations, and 
then asked, " What wages al-e you prepared - 
.to give?” , • 

■ “Year in and year out a.dollar and a half 
((is,) a week, and if a girl doesn’t under¬ 
stand the work at .first my.’wife will very 
soon teach her. Wo don’t mindiwy trouble 
in that respect.” • 

, I took down the name and address of my 
inquirer,.'and promised to do my best^to 
further his wishes when I returned to, Bag- 
land, and in a short time we were again “on 
hoard ”, tho train, bound for Kingston,' 307 
inilos farther east. 

The ride from Watford to Kingston, a 
town (not yet incorporated into a city) of 
about 15,000 inhabitants, was a v.ery fatigu- ’ 
ing one. We left Watford at ouo. o’clock: 
p.ui., and did not reach .Kingston till 3.20 
. the following.morning, when’wo at once 
made for the .British- American Hotel, and 
before four o’clock were far away in the 
land of dreBms. At Kingston we.had the 
pleasure of making the acquaintance of the 
Rov.-.Dr. Jacksoh,-who very'kindly assisted 
us to find some of the immigrants who had 


Bettled: in the-, town, and in other-ways 
rendered us valuable help. 

• (The first family visit ed had met with Un¬ 
expected difficulties, owing to the illness of 
the head of tho family, and-especially to an 
accident which he had met with-whilst en¬ 
gaged at his-work.. Tho 'wife, however, 
had proved a good help-meet, and I learned 
afterwards-that she’ was- Buch an excellent 
worker that she need never be a day without 
employment, and could easily earn six 
dollars (24s.) a week. 'As'.the husband wn 3 .' 
eiiru'inga dollar and a quarter (5si) a : day, 
there, was an income,'fairly-safe, of fifty- • 
four shillings a-weefc.' 

It, was interesting.'to notice how much 
the Sunday-school cards received by” the 
children in the old country were prized. 
They occupied the most conspicuous position 
on the waltof the room; and formed a “ run. 
and read” library' of a very extensive 
‘character. ■ 

Another immigrant we visited—one of. 
the cases in which the Bev. J. Davies, of" 
Barking, had taken great interest-—afforded . 
,us very much pleasure. She-was evidently 
in a very comfortable, home, where she re¬ 
ceived the utmost kindness and'Considera¬ 
tion.. The hearty manner in -which the 
girl referred .to'ter employer and those cpn-' 

t ected, with‘her spoke volumes'as. to'the 
indly relationship of .'the two parties. The ' 

' generous tribute which we..received as." to 




' girl's faithful service' was 'equally 

* t gratifying. Such a home, with-seven dollars 

(28s.) a month and everything found, is one 
to be valued:' Here, again, I was specially 
charged with a message of gratitude to Mr. 
‘Davies for the efforts ho had,mado to relieve 

* : tbo. distress in. Harkings occasioned by the 
stoppage of - the jute works and other- 

\ industries. ■ y 

Dr.. Jackson‘kindly . escorted us to'the 
4 residence of Mr. Macpherson, .the Govern¬ 
ment Immigration Agent, but that gentle¬ 
man, and also other friends to whom we had 
letters of in troduction, pi o ved to be away f f om 
• home, and thus we failed to procure detailed. 
, information atout^ several individuals and 
families whose names we had jotted down 
before leaving England. Ourdayof restwas, 
."however, most. Welcome. We had the 
**, pleasure of worshipping in the Congrega¬ 
tional church, and of Bearing two excellent 
■ sermons from Dr. Jackson.' 

For thenoxt day we had the choice of 17S" 

' miles, by rajl to Montreal or a longer dis¬ 
tance by water, occupying fourteen or fifteen 
hours, by way of the Thousand Islands and 
several rapids*. We decided upon the latter, 
and then had to choose between getting up 

* in the morning in'time for the departure of- 
the boat at‘ four o'clock or securing sleeping 

1 accommodation on boardr—3?he-lattfer course 
seemed preferable, as • there was no danger 
' of losing our . trip by over-sleeping. The 

ca ■ ’ . . 


‘ charge for a -stateroom was only a 
dollar, in addition to that for the 
trip—five ddllaraymd a quarter (21s.). Tin's 
included breakfast and dinner on board*. 
It would be inXpossibfcby any description to^ 
do-.justice £o the/ varied and delightful' 
sceneby which'presented'ifcself to us from* 
.the"tipper deck of. the Magnet. Before leav- 
ing England a friend remarked,' *'On no ac- 
• countmisstheTljousandlsIauds.” Theactual 
number .of islands is -nearly two thousand, 
varying in extent from afow feet to twenty- 
five or thirty t acres. /Nearly every island on 
the American side ha3 one or .more-resi-' 
.dences upon it—the summer homes of 
wealthy citizens. ThG'proportion similarly 
occupied, on the Canadian side is about ono 
in twenty. ■ Several are the property Of 
various . religious bodies, abd djiring,'. the * 
season are the means of bringing together- 
large numbers of their respective adherents.^ 

- As the islands showed’themselyes'through' 
’ the grey light of the early morning, there 
*was.a peculiar charm about?-them. Sud¬ 
denly, some one.near ifs -exclaime'd, “Oh, 
look! one of the islands is on,fire. • How 
rapidly it is spreading.”^ The mistake 
lasted ,but a few moments. The Bun had 
‘risen. 1 * Its glorious light capped ond* of the 
distant islands,, and spdu'the horizon was 
flooded with such an effulgence of crimson 
and gold as to fill us with reverent wonder-. 
mont/The simriseienffbied us‘better to folio w 





the windirg coulee which we were fre¬ 
quently compelled 'to!take. At .times it 
Beemed as if we’ were entirely shut in, and 
that our onward progress Would cause us 
to strike agninst.tbe banks, but as we 
approncbed a way was opened by seme 
hitt-eito unseen channel, which introduced 
us to ficsh and varied beauties. • 

** Shooting the rapids” was an experience 
wo hud specially JoDged for. The minor 
rapids were somewhat disappointing; hut at < 
bong Sault, a continuous*iapid about nine 
miles in length, we had a somewlaf exciling 
time. The wafer rushed along its narrow 
channel at the rate of twenty miles an htmr, 
and' we for the first time experienced the * 
sensation of ** sliding down bill eh a steam¬ 
boat.” During the passage thgre were four 
men at the w heel and four others at a tiller 


■ »■ attached to the rudder.. This steering force 

is necessary to keep the vesfelsteady and ! 
her head straight with the course of tho. \ 
9 rapid, for if she presented her' side to the 
• eurrent she would-be immediately'capsized. 

In such an event swimming belts would be 
of little iise. It was cheering, however, 1o 
be- told that at a neighbouring station there 
was a notice: ”Post mortem examinations 
held -weekly.” ' , 

Of the sfven or eightjrapids we passed, 

” Long Sault” and u The Cedars” were the 

■ most delightful. As the darkness was set- 
ting in we did not attempt the Lachine 
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rapids, Lut landed at tho village cf Lachine 
and proceeded by railito Montreal, which in 
due course wereachid. Our fifteen hours 
on the river contributed not a little to our 
plrosant.memories of Canada. 

We had now returned to our startiDg- 
point on Canadian soil. Quietly seated in 
the Saint Lawrence Hall, the general im¬ 
pressions made on our minds during the rip 
of about a thousand miles began to focus 
themselves. Three subjects were Fpecially 
. diBlinet, viz.^ the temperance,, the morality,' 
and the industry of the Canadian people. 

After travelling fiom-one end of Ontario 
' to the olher, mixing with all clasees'and 
conditions of nun,- seeing workibg men in 
their leisure hours, looking into byplaces 
and scanning public thoroughfares, we were 
glad to.be able to testify that not a pingle 
case of drunkenness had come under our 
notice. B^pealed inquiries of ministers and 
others elicited corroborative testimony, that 
the Canadians as a people are comparatively 
free from the evils *of • intemperance. 
Drunkards are to be found in Canada 
as well as in England, but such'cases are 
almost invariably importations from other,, 
countrit s. 

As to morality, what is known in England 
as the social evil seems-to-.be almost Un¬ 
known in Canada, at least so far as its public 
, s manifeBtation is-concerped. I closely ob- 
6erve<^-the 'conditipn^^ ^he*. principal 
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thoroughfares at night, especially in the 
larger towns—Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, 
London, and Kingston—but.nowhere did I 
see the slightest sign of public immorality. 
On mentioning this fact to a minister who 
has been, many years in. the Dominion, ho 
said, “ You will find nothing of that sort in 
Canada. Our streets are as safe by night a3 
they are by day so far ns,; that evil is con¬ 
cerned.” , ■ ’ 

Tne industry of the people was every¬ 
where apparent. They are. not afraid of 
work. In such an atmosphere the loafer has 
no chance. From very sham *, if from no 
higher consideration, he is compelled to re¬ 
tire, or to enrol himself among the really 
industrial classes. Everywhere I was re¬ 
minded of Mr. 'WilVa word;*, “Our law is 
worker want,” and-the fact tint there was 
so little want proved the disposition of the 
people to work. ' 

My principal object in visiting Canada 
was to ascertain as far as possible to 
what extent the emigrants sent out under 
the auspices of the Self-Help Emigra¬ 
tion Society had been benefited by the 
change. 

It is a significant fact that after'tbe most 
careful inquiries I could only discover ten- 
cases of failure. I am more than ever satis- 
fied.tbat in Canada there is a splendid field 
for the surplus labour power of England. 
The capitalist is.not so much,wanted as the. 


labourer. The labourer gro vs to be a 
capitalist:. . . - 

The 1 new Guide Book just publisbe 1 by 
the Department' of /Agriculture/of the 
Dominion of Canada/says: Vl An intending 
emigrant should have, above - all things, 
good healthy and be (stout-hearted, A man 
who comes'to w^rk should be prepared to do 
anything at first thiit comes to his hand, 
and he should tryjto adapt himself to the 
ways of the new country in which he ha3 
placed his lot. . i .The condrtion of suc¬ 
cess in Canada is/ honest worky and none 
should.come seeking to make a living who . 
have not made up their-minds to work., ' 
Canada is no place for the idle or the dissi¬ 
pated, and none* of this class should thialr 
of coming.” / 

-Referring to tfhe Province of Ontario, the 
same authority f saysi “Men commencing as 
labourers, without any capital, but strong 
arms and willing minds, seldom remain iu 
that condition/ long, but after a period of 
greater or less duration they generally be¬ 
come employers of labour themselves. It is 
'this moral certainty of rising in the social 
scale, when the proper means areemplojed, 
that brightens the hopes and stimulates 
the exertions of the poorest settler.” 

The last official return of the average rate 
of wages in the province of Ontario during 
188Cis an interesting study. I have selected ^ 
three places in the province as illustrations. 



and for convenience quote' English equiva¬ 
lents as to money value. ^ 

, Toronto. Kingston. 

Farm labourers, per 

week and board... 12/to 14/ 12/ to U5/ 20/ to ,24/ 
'Female form, scr- . • 

-rants, per month ' 

• and board . 20/ „ 32/ 20/ „ -32/ 40/ „ 48/ 

Bricklayers, perday 

without board ... 8/ „ 12/ 10/„ 12/ 8>„ 10/ 

Lumbermen, per .< 

.month without 

board . 48/ „ 72/ 50/ „ 100/ 72/ tl 120/. 

Smiths, per day . ... ■ 

• without hoard ... 5/,, 7/ 6/ „ 7/ 9/ „ 10/ 

Gardeners, Vper ■ • */. . . ' 

month With board 00/ „ 04/; -18/ „ 64/ ICO/V, 2C0/ 
Female ’cooks, per 

month with board 40/ „ 48/ 32/„ 40/ ICO/ „ 200/ 
Female * domestics, 
per month tfith , 

board 1 .. 21/ „ 36/ 24/ ,, 36/ 48/ „ 0-4/ 

General labourers, 
per\duy without # 

fowfl. 4/. ff S>! if „ 5/ 6/ „ ’ 7/ 

Saddlers, per day . 

without board 5/„.7/i 5/ „ 6/ . 9/„ 10/ 

Tailors;' per day * *, 

withont board ... 0/.,‘ -8/l Cf „ .8/ 10/,, 14 / 

. v 

.^Tbe* population of‘tlic places named’must 
be takehiutd consideration. That of Toronto 
is about 120,000 j of Kingston about 15,000; 
of, Port'Artbur about 1,500. Port Arthur 
is situated oty tho shore of Thunder Bay, 
Labe Superior, in theinidstof a rich mineral 
region. Although the population is at pre- 


). . ' ; • ; • 

sent very small, the town bids fair to be one 
of the most populous in the province. .The 
Canadian Pacific JRailway runs through it, 
and it is tbe port to which the steamers of 
the, company make tri-weekly trips from 
Owen Sound. The cost of living is much 
higher in Port Arthur than in Toronto or 
Kingston. *. * *- \ 

• The retail prices of the ordinary provisions 
required by the working classes are t equally 
interesting to intending emigrants, and those 
concernedfor tbeir wclfarh. ( /I will take the 
official return for 188G for Toronto, Hamilton, 
and Kingston. 


Toronto. (Hamilton ! Kingston. 


Bacon, ptfrlb. . /6 

Bread, best white, '' 

.per 41b. loaf .•.-r^ 

Butter, per lb. (salt' /9, 
,, „ (frosb) — 

JJeof • — 

Mutton „ — 

Pork „ — 

Cheese . „ ..... ff 

Coffee .. — 

Eggs,per dozen ...... ,7^ 

Milk, per quart . /2k 

Tea, black, per lb,... 1/3 


to /7 /4 to /5 /41 to (5 


* /B - * /5 

„ flO i7\ „’78 

1/0 /10,,/IH 

/«• /3-„ 6 

a /$* /« 

/5 /i „ /5 

„ /8 *7 „ /8 

.1/3 1/0 „ 1/7 
„l/0 ;7i ,, 1/0 
n ‘3J (2 i ti /3 
„ 3/0 .2,0 „ 3/0 


: - . /* 
/c „ fi\ 
;V \.. flo 

,/4 „ /5 

■1 "ijS 

75 fl\ 

«- ig 


It should be* borne in mind that tbe above 


prices are funisbed by the several agents’of 
tbe Dominion Government, entirely inde- 
pendent/Of one another. Each agent sup¬ 
plies information in Relation to his own dis¬ 
trict. , ‘ 













The retail pricea of some of the leading 
articles of clothing required by the working 
classes may also bo of service. I will take 
the same places—Toronto, Hamilton, and 
Kingston, as illustrations : 


Tw<?o<3 Coats. 

■ . „ Overcoats 
. „ ‘ Trousers 
„ Vests...... „. 

Flannel Shirts 
Cotton Shirts... 
Flannel; per.yard.. 
- Cotton shirting, per 

yard •.,.„ 

Men’s Shoes. 

’ Men’s Boots ., 

Women's -Bools ... 


Toronto. Hamilton Kingston 

10/ to 32/ 10/ to 24/ 10/ to 124/ 

32/ „ ‘CO/ 24/ „ 40/ 28/ „ 30/ 

12 / „ 20 / 8 / „ 10 / 10 / „ 12 / 

0/ , 12/ 0/ 8/ Of „ 8/ 

2/0 „ 5/ 5/ „ 8/ 3/ „ 5/ 

2/ ,-4 2/ ” 4/ 2/ „ 3/ 

f7\ „ 1/5 If n 1/7 1/ 1/7 

/4 „ fi\ /2i „ /5 /5 }//» 

3/0 „ 8/ 4/ ,,.8/ 4/ „ 5/ 

0/ „ 10/ 7/ „ 0/ 8/ „ 10/ 

4/ „ 8/ 5/ „ 8/ 4/ „ 5/ 


It will be seen that there are greater/ 
variations in tl|e prices quoted for clothing 
than for food. If the several agents were 
quoting for identically the same article and 
same quality of material, there wjould be 
little variation in the prices for * ttyo places 
named. J [ 

Immigrants frequently make a mistake .in 
retaining their preference for materials of 
English manufacture. The charges for 
freight, duty, .tic., in imany cases increase, 
the cost by 30 or 40 per cent; Cloth¬ 
ing; made from English materials. must 
necessarily be much dearer than in "the old 
country. -The working classes would cer- 


i 

f‘ 

) • \ • • j 

tainly do better by purchasing the pi’oduots/ ‘ 
and manufacture^of their adopted home, j 
I have end&voured to furnish an ontlino 
of my trip to Canada, and of the information- * 
procured during my brief stay there. The 
voyage l/ome was made under conditions 
which were upon the whole favourable. The 
b.s. Za he j Superior, of. 5,000 tons burthen, . 
afforded /capital' accommodation. Thq cap¬ 
tain, anyible seaman and a courteous gen¬ 
tleman, aid everything in his power to pro- ' 
mote our cWfort, bub he could not control 
. the windfpyor regulate the wiwes.- On the - 
morlriilfwn-left Montreal, I inquired as, to 
the number of emigrants on board. With, 
the exceptiori'of one family returning homo' 
on account of the death of its head, there 
were not a dozen steerage passoDgers. 

“Emigrants,” said the captain," come out 
in hundreds, those who go back are as units 
in comparison.” 

“But what about the immigrants who . 
have succeeded in Canada, surely they want 
- to revisit the old country eqmetime3 ?” 

ff Yes; but they go back as cabin passen¬ 
gers, not as steerage.” 

I turned to one of the menin charge of; 
some cattle, thinking that he was probably 
working his passage to England. 

“Are you going to- the Old'Country,to 
stay there f” I inquired. ,v. 

* . “Oh, no! Iwpuld return the next hour if I 
' could*, I have settled m Canada; B y home 


/ 












is in Montreal, and my.'wife and children 
are there. I shall 7 bo • glad. to get back to 
them. Tbia ia my third trip this year." 

Our heart-sopga blended, although wo 


wore thinking of different localities, and wo 
silently tang together} “ There’s no place 
■ like hii mo/'’' for wife nndchildrrn are there.” 

, Septimus Scbiveneb, 


[The required outlay for each emigrant 
is' about £5. '1 his includes passage- 

money, coat of kit, rail to destination in 
Canada, and a small -reserve for contin¬ 
gencies. To provide for extending • the 
beneficent work of the Self-Help Emigration 
Society, a fund of .£5,000 oiight to be raised 


•:• v !■ 

without much difficulty. Rev. Andrew 
Mearns, of the Memorial Hall} Farringdon- 
atreet, wjll gladly receive.contributions, or ! 
they can be sent to the Honorary Treasuier, 
.Mr. E. E. Barclay, o£_the banking firm or 
. Barclay, Bevan, TrittOD, and Co./Lotnbaid- 
\etreet, EiC.J | , </■■ 


I■ ■ 


' O'. Sdmighl if Sons, Printers, Potter Lots, London. 
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SELF-HELP ' EMIGRATION - ’- SOCIETY; V 

( > I .-—' 50> fleet lane, farei^gdon street, - London, e.c/ 


■ ' (Committee. 


’The Earl of I^oden. . 

&ord Dorchester. ' • 

,.Lord Monkswell. ’ 

Sir Reg. W. Proctor Beauchamp, .Bart. 
H.'L. W. Dawson, Esq.,'M.P. 

Rev. Burman Cassin,' ALA.' . • 

Rev. Andrew Mearns. ... 

G. W, Dodds, Esq.- 


, Walter Hazell,' Esq. 

' Arthur Miall, Esq. . ,... 

' • Arthur' Pash, Esq., ■‘ F ’'" 
■ E. Wilson Gates, • Esq. ' , 
B. Ciarke, Esq! 

• Resell Coote, Esq. ' 


G. W, Dodds, Esq.- ,1- .yC.-E. Jerningham, Esq. 

■ Krensuter.— Edward -E., Barclay, :.EgQ, ' .. 

■ : 33rntltei'0.— Messrs. Barclay, • Bevan, Tritton, & 'Co., .Lombard-Street,. E.C. -, 
-•■V. / . • . : Strretacg.—R ev. R.'Mackay. . : 






